
  

 

North Shore Report: North Shore to Pemberton and Sunshine Coast-by Graham Stokes 

 Activities This Year (Oct 2020 to Oct 2021) 

North Shore Model Railroading carries on despite the challenges. I’m glad we have been able to 
“meet” virtually every month this year, usually on our traditional 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
Tim Horton has continued to act as our technical host on Google Meet, while I act as moderator 
and coordinator for presentations and content in general.  My thanks again to Tim for his 
contributions. It has been good to see and hear members of our subdivision, see their projects, 
and learn of train and model railroading updates.    

On December 16th 2020, like so much human interaction since Covid 19, our annual “Trains and 
Scones” December Meet was virtual.Leddy (my spouse) made a few Harrods scones and I ate 
one or two on cam, somewhat apologetically, and somewhat brashly, but our annual December 
enjoyment of train talk and model railroading was otherwise upheld. 

Several of our subdivision have presented online clinics during our monthly meetings. We’ve 
enjoyed a wide range of modelling projects, and even a virtual layout tour. 

By the way, it was a pleasure again to be able to enjoy the RMMBC Virtual Meet in May of 
2021. Our thanks to the meet committee who did an excellent job. I found myself missing the 
chance to tune in after the 3 or 4 weekly presentations. 

Other than smaller private invitations for ops and modelling, NSMRs have met only once in 
person since October 2020.  We were welcomed to Myron Claridge’sWestport and Yukon 
Garden Railwayon August 11th 2021. The outdoor setting was a perfect, safe transition from 20 
months of relative isolation to an in-person model railroading experience for NSMRs. Myron’s 
railway is a treat to see and operate, beautiful in its setting among the conifers, and adjacent to 
the CN (former PGR and BCR) mainline. Several of the stations and other structures along the 
WP&Y are thecreations of Myron’s wife, Liz, a potter. Tasty victuals added to the welcome,but 
our visit was a highlight this year. 



Correction: I am glad to hear from Jake Swaney, of the Sunshine Coast Model Railway 
Club,that they have successfully moved their club layout to new quarters on Wharf 
AvenueinSechelt and are making progress there.(I had said Gibsons in my last report, because 
the layout is on the upper floor of Gibsons Building Supplies. There are two locations for this 
business-one in Gibsons, but the SCMRC is definitely in Sechelt). I visited this summer and was 
pleased to see how the attractive layout has been installed and technically upgraded in its new 
setting in Sechelt. 

Looking Ahead 

During our October virtual meet, we enjoyed a lengthy discussion on weathering, based on 
George Carroll’s thoughtfully prepared “Weathering Considerations: A basic consideration of 
materials, techniques, and results.”After a good discussion, I suggested we all try some 
weathering and showing one another the results during out November online meeting. Afterall, 
November is traditionally a big model railroading month in BC, with our history of Trains shows 
and meets, Vancouver Train Expo, etc., and this might help us make up for missed in-person 
time in our hobby. We will see how this goes. And thank you, George! 

Modellers attending an op session at Michael Batten’s Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railwayon 
October 23rd have proposed NSMR monthly modelling nights, starting with a session on Friday, 
December 3rd. These would be in-person events. Tim Horton writes: “The format is very simple - 
people bring a project to work on along with the requisite tools.” We will discuss this during our 
November virtual meet. It is great to hear of such prospects! 

 

In general, North Shore members will carry on with our virtual meets, usually on the 3rd 



Wednesday of each month.  And when it is safe, we will find ways of meeting and helping one 
another continue to enjoy our hobby. The examples above are testament to that. We are lucky 
to have such an enterprising group of modellers in the North Shore Subdivision. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Graham Stokes 

North Shore Representative-NMRA PNR 7th Division 
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